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The metamorphosis
[bookmark: _Hlk525765547]Gender plays an important role In Metamorphosis, it show cases how women throughout history were mistreated. Within these stories women were degraded and viewed as sexual objects instead of as an individual. In these times women didn’t dare to speak up and fight for what they believe in, instead they stayed quiet and took the punishment they so wrongfully earned. 
Pygmalion was a famous sculptor who despised and shunned the women of his era. He was so disgusted in the way women carried themselves that he vowed never to marry. One day he decided to carve a statue of a women. In his eyes true beauty was within his sculptures. He was so in love with the beauty he created that he treated this sculpture as if it was human. He dressed her up in the finest cloths and embellished her with ravishing ornaments. Pygmalion was so obsessed with his creation that he spent night and day gazing at it. He then began to fantasize about his life having a wife. Around this time the celebration of the goddess Aphrodite was approaching, he decided to pray to Aphrodite to bring his ivory sculpture to life. Aphrodite granted him this wish because in her eyes the sculpture was resemblance of her. After the statue named Galatea came alive Pygmalion and Galatea lived happily ever after.  
Closely examining Pygmalion, you would see that this story portrays lust and sexual orientation. Pygmalion didn’t want just any women he wanted what is called and “ideal women”. An ideal woman is usually someone who is perfect in every shape and form. Many men seek to find and ideal women when man isn’t perfect. How can you fall in love with something or someone and not truly know who they are within? “During this time, he created an ivory statue, a work of most marvelous art, and gave it a figure better than any living women could boast of,” (Ovid 664-316) Pygmalion fell in love with how beautiful she was and how soft she felt. This statue he created was of course perfect because he created her without any flaws. Men of this time loved to have control over the women. Creating a statue and turning her human was a smart way in doing this. Galatea of course would be in love with him and treat him right because Pygmalion himself created her he was more a master than her lover.  “he addresses and now he caresses it, feeling his fingers sink into its warm, pliant flesh, … he seeks to win its affections with words and with presents pleasing to girls”. (Ovid 665-329) Pygmalion dreams of making love with her and hopes to please her. This story is a great example of how men don’t respect women. They look at us as sexual objects instead of really liking us or knowing us for who we really are. 
In story of Apollo and Daphne, Apollo was the son of Zeus and was known for being an oracular God. Daphne was the daughter of a river God and was known to be Naiad Nymph in Greek mythology. Daphne was known for how beautiful she was and how Apollo fell for her. This wasn’t by choice but by the cruel outrage of Cupid. When Apollo won his great victory against the Pythons he became overly confident. He asked Cupid “what are you doing with such manly arms, lascivious boy? That bow befits our brawn wherewith we deal out wounds to savage beasts and other mortal foes”. (Ovid 655-635) Cupid got upset and decided to fire two arrows. One arrow was gold that struck Apollo and made him fall in love with Daphne, the other was lead that made Daphne hate Apollo. Under the spell of the arrow this caused Apollo to chase Daphne, but she continued to reject him. Daphne became agitated and asked her father to turn her into a tree, so Apollo could leave her alone for good. 
Being under the spell of the arrow caused one to be madly in love while the other wouldn’t hear of it. Daphne went to the extent to ask her father “let me remain a virgin”. (Ovid 656-667) Phoebus also known as Apollo loved her and desired to sleep with her. The great Apollo continuously getting rejected was an embarrassment to who he was and what he stood for. He couldn’t bare it any longer he decided to question Daphne’s stupidity. “Just ask yourself who finds you so attractive! Rash girl you have no idea who you are fleeing, Delphi, Claros, Tenedos are all mine, I’m worshipped in the city of Patara! I alone reveal what was, what is, and what will come to be!” (Ovid 657-707) Men in power typically feel that every woman would be honored to get the attention Apollo is bestowing to Daphne. Apollo isn’t used to rejection from females, by Daphne doing this she is knocking down his ego. After this encounter with Daphne he got fed up “the young god had no further interest in wasting his fine words on her; admonished by his own passion, he accelerates, and runs swiftly as a gallic hound”. (Ovid 657-733) Apollo was so full of himself that the arrow of love couldn’t stop him from thinking he was too good for Daphne or any other woman he came in contact with. 
In Metamorphosis there aren’t any powerful female figures. Women were mistreated and looked upon as sexual objects. Men wanted something that was vulnerable and easy to control. Women are usually defined by how we look on the outside rather than what’s within. I find it sickening that though these stories were written centuries ago mankind haven’t evolved in the way they treat women. We see it in our everyday lives. Simply walking down the street men think its ok to cat call us. The only difference between then and now is that us women are now able to speak up about how we feel. We no longer allow ourselves to get treated like this unless we are too weak to break way. I’ll love to see the day women are treated with respect and love.
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